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To the Great Class of 2016,

On behalf of the Society of Alumni and the Alumni Relations Office, we share with 

you this gift from the class of 2011. One week after we officially welcome you to the 

Society of Alumni at Commencement, the 2011s will return for their 5th reunion. 

We asked them to share insights related to their experiences over these past five 

years and many of their responses are found here. Our hope is that their words 

will be helpful to you not just as you prepare to leave the Purple Valley but in the 

years to come. As the breadth of your personal and professional experiences grows, 

revisit these pearls of wisdom, as they will carry different meaning at different 

points.

Our thanks go to Joyia Yorgey ’05, Alumni Relations Special Projects Manager, who 

curated this second edition of Eph Post. Please let us know what you think as your 

feedback will help shape future efforts.

We wish you all the best for what the future holds; make sure you take notes that 

you can share with the Class of 2021 when you’ll return the Eph Post favor!

Leila Jere ’91       Brooks Foehl ’88
President, Society of Alumni     Director, Alumni Relations
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Dear Class of 2016,
Congratulations! You should all be tremendously proud of yourselves—you are 
graduating from Williams College! You have shared in one of the greatest educational 
experiences in the world and are joining the extraordinary community of Williams alumni. 
Regardless of whether this moment feels somewhat inevitable, or whether it has been 
the feat of a lifetime to make it to this point, take a moment to recognize how hard you 
have worked and a few more moments to celebrate this milestone. 

Thirty-something Williams courses later, you likely know more about linear algebra, 
Romanesque arches, and political theory than you did when you arrived at Williams 
as teenagers. More importantly, however, you probably know significantly more about 
living with people who are different from you. Your Williams education has also included 
learning how to have difficult conversations, how to make a home for yourself in a 
small town in the “middle of nowhere,” and how to take care of yourself in a sometimes 
overwhelmingly high-achieving environment. These courses are not listed on your 
transcript, but they were often more challenging and more demanding, and your success 
in them also deserves recognition. 

Some of you may be desperately ready to graduate; others of you may be clinging to 
the goalposts on Weston Field while your parents pack up the car. After so many years 
of being in lockstep with your peers, you’re all about to go on wildly different journeys. 
Some of you know exactly where you’re going. Others of you have literally no clue. Still 
more of you think you know where you want to go, but are going to change courses in 
ways you have no way of predicting. This is not only okay; it is beautiful. Just as you each 
came to Williams with unique passions and interests, your journey from here will also be 
unique. There is no use in comparing your journey to the journeys of your friends.  

My classmates and I are five years out from Williams. When I look at where we are now, 
the paths of our lives make some degree of sense—in some way, we are all pursuing 
interests and identities we began to cultivate at Williams—but we never could have 
predicted the exact directions we have taken. We’re living in places we never thought we 
would live. We left cities we never thought we would leave. We broke up with people we 
thought we would marry. We’re in graduate programs and careers we would have never 
contemplated. And many more surprises are surely on their way. 
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For many of us, having no plan or an unclear destination is terrifying, but it can also be 
liberating. As hard as it is for those of us who are preoccupied with destinations to “enjoy 
the journey,” the more we live, the more we realize that we’re always journeying. It’s best 
to learn how to enjoy it sooner rather than later. Nevertheless, graduating from Williams 
is a significant turning point, so it is worth pausing here to celebrate and enjoy the view! 

Embrace the nerves, embrace the excitement. Don’t let the job search get you down. Try 
to enjoy the journey and the magical uncertainty of what lies ahead. And don’t forget, 
there is a family of Ephs around the world that will always be there for you! Email us. 
We will buy you coffee or cook you dinner and tell you about our jobs, and when we 
can, help you find jobs. That is what the alums that came before us did for us and we are 
happy to pay it forward. 

We are wishing you all the best and celebrating you from afar. On behalf of the class of 
2011, welcome to the family! 

Caroline Chiappetti ’11
Class Secretary
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What was your greatest  
fear/worry/stressor during  

your senior year of college? 
 Why? What do you feel you learned  
from that experience, and since then?
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I was incredibly worried about making the ‘wrong decision’—in terms of my job, the city 
I ended up in, losing my close network of friends, etc. What I found was that if you work 
toward something positive, everything else will work out. I ended up loving my first job 
(and have stayed at the company for nearly five years). I love DC and have managed to 
hold onto my Williams friends while building a new network here in DC. And if things 
didn’t work out that way, I would have just made a change. It’s not the end of the world.  
MELINDA SALAMAN, WASHINGTON, DC

Don’t compare yourself to others or against their accomplishments. Do you! My senior 
year at Williams, I was stressed out, because it seemed like so many people had inter-
views lined up with big name corporations like Bain, JP Morgan, Deloitte, Booz Allen, etc. 
Both of my parents are in consulting, so I also felt a lot of pressure from them to apply to 
those places, but I knew they weren’t for me. To be perfectly honest, I had no idea what 
I wanted to do with my life during my senior year at Williams, and it was an absolutely 
terrifying state of mind. As cliche and unhelpful as this may sound, eventually you will 
figure out your calling. Don’t force yourself to do something you have no interest in, just 
because other people (your parents) are doing it or want you to do it.  
ANONYMOUS

I worried about whether or not to travel when I had the opportunity to do so. I worried 
about settling for a “regular” job. I worried about not earning enough money to make 
my family proud. I worried because I thought I wasn’t taking advantage of all these great 
opportunities I could pursue. But in the end, I realized there isn’t a “wrong” path. The first 
few years out of college are a journey with many stumbling blocks: the more obstacles, 
the better—they will help you to find your desired path faster.  
ANONYMOUS

I was terrified of graduating because I didn’t have a job lined up, didn’t know where I was 
going, and was afraid of being separated from my friends and feeling alone. However, 
like people will tell you, everything works out. You may not get a job right away, but you 
will. You’ll make new friends and build new social networks. Williams will always hold a 
special place in my heart, but you’ll discover that there are a lot of amazing people out 
there who didn’t go to Williams, and a lot of adventures for you to have outside of the 
Purple Valley.  
EMILY STUDENMUND, CHICAGO, IL

I was afraid of the unknown. Taking time off right after college helped me conquer those 
fears. My experiences were hardly CV-worthy, but they were just about the best of my life 
and they helped me figure out my future.  
MARA SHAPERO, BANGOR, ME/MIAMI, FL

WHAT WAS YOUR GREATEST FEAR/WORRY/STRESSOR DURING YOUR SENIOR YEAR OF COLLEGE? 
WHY? WHAT DO YOU FEEL YOU LEARNED FROM THAT EXPERIENCE, AND SINCE THEN?
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I was worried about what I wanted to do for my first job. I was torn between working at a 
consulting firm doing general grunt work and a job where I could actually work on what 
interested me (energy efficiency and renewable energy). I decided to pursue a job that 
was aligned with my interests, and I’m really glad I did! Please remember that there are 
lots of job opportunities outside of the big consulting firms and investment banks and 
firms that recruit at Williams.  
JJ AUGENBRAUN, CAMBRIDGE, MA

I was terrified by my impending departure from the Purple Bubble because I knew that 
I was leaving my comfort zone. Although going out of my comfort zone was terrifying, I 
now know that there was so much to learn and gain from the process. I’ve been able to 
draw on that experience since then and it has reminded me that everything will be okay!  
EMILY SPINE, BROOKLYN, NY

I was worried about whether I was fully taking advantage of the time I had remaining on 
campus. I knew that this time at college would be something I could never have again. I 
decided to spend as much time as possible with my mentors: students, staff, and profes-
sors alike. It was a great decision. 
EMANUEL YEKUTIEL, SAN FRANCISCO, CA

As an international student, the biggest stress my senior year was in deciding if I want to 
stay in the US or go back home to Pakistan. The job hunt process is already hard enough 
for an international student, but when you are trying to spread yourself between two 
countries, it is even tougher. Eventually, though, my priorities became clear: I decided 
that I needed to spend time at home after having been away for so long. Once I had that 
clarity, the future didn’t seem quite as daunting.  
AYESHA SHAHID, BOSTON, MA

I feared leaving the Purple Bubble—the sense of community and values shared by stu-
dents, faculty, and staff. It’s a uniquely nurturing environment that brings out the best in 
many of us. Finding my way in the “real world” without that foundation seemed daunting.
However, life outside of college turns out to be much more exciting and diverse than 
2200 young people of above average intelligence. Learning how to live and excel in that 
world is a wonderful challenge I comprehended only after leaving Williams.  
ANONYMOUS, NEW YORK, NY

WHAT WAS YOUR GREATEST FEAR/WORRY/STRESSOR DURING YOUR SENIOR YEAR OF COLLEGE? 
WHY? WHAT DO YOU FEEL YOU LEARNED FROM THAT EXPERIENCE, AND SINCE THEN?
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WHAT WAS YOUR GREATEST FEAR/WORRY/STRESSOR DURING YOUR SENIOR YEAR OF COLLEGE? 
WHY? WHAT DO YOU FEEL YOU LEARNED FROM THAT EXPERIENCE, AND SINCE THEN?

My greatest stressors in my senior year were, in order: the NSA (to be clear, I was trying 
to get a job there); the long distance relationship I was in; grad school. I was so caught up 
in applying to the NSA or going to grad school that I didn’t even consider other jobs or 
what I really wanted to do. Constant self reflection—honestly looking at what I enjoyed, 
what I was good at, and what the market was looking for—really made a difference in the 
direction of my life. So don’t stress about what job you get out of college. Odds are you’ll 
be doing something completely different shortly thereafter. Instead, learn the process of 
making the decision.  
ELLIOT SCHROCK, BOSTON, MA

I was completely overwhelmed senior year with the combination of a thesis and a bunch 
of other long seminar research papers. I got so overwhelmed that I became paralyzed 
and depressed. For a month or so, I wasn’t even sure if I would be able to graduate. I 
learned so much that year: how to cope, how to fail, how to ask for help, how to take care 
of myself, and how to get through something that I didn’t want to do. I also learned that 
I didn’t want to be an academic, and that it was okay! When I entered law school three 
years later, I was so much better equipped to deal with the pressure.  
CAROLINE CHIAPPETTI, CAMBRIDGE, MA/LOS ANGELES, CA

I was so worried about finishing my thesis. I wish I had known that asking for help was a 
sign of strength and self-awareness. Now I know that understanding one’s weaknesses 
can be a sign of maturity. I also wish someone had told me that first jobs are often mis-
erable; they’re stressful, repetitive, and boring. Focus on whether you’re in the right 
industry, not whether you’re in the right position. If you like the field you’re in, you will 
probably like work better as you take on more responsibility and get more ownership 
over projects. 
ANONYMOUS

I was really worried about finding a job and tried doing too many different things. I 
should have focused on one thing completely. 
FAISAL, NEW YORK, NY

I was looking for a job and then I found a job. Heaven knows I’m miserable now. 
BRYCE BENNETT, JONESBORO, AR
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Describe an 
unexpected joy from

the last five years.
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Living with my parents! I took a year off after Williams before I started law school. I lived 
with my parents during that year off as well as for a semester of law school. I’ve always 
had a fantastic relationship with my parents and I consider them two of my best friends. I 
moved out because I felt like it was the “adult” thing to do (not a whole lot of 25-year-olds 
were still living with their parents). However, in hindsight and +$100K in debt later, I RE-
ALLY wish I had stayed living with my parents! Even after I moved out, I found myself hang-
ing out over at my parents’ house almost everyday... I would have saved so much money if 
I had just stayed living there! Take my advice and live with your parents as long as you can! 
Save your money and minimize your debt. Your future-self will thank you!  
ANONYMOUS

Having time for myself. After graduation was the first time in my life that I did not constant-
ly have school on my mind. I could get a beer at night with friends, not worrying about the 
study time being sacrificed. It felt even better than I imagined. 
MARA SHAPERO, BANGOR, ME/MIAMI, FL

Moving to Boston and discovering how many Ephs live there—it was an instant network of 
friends in a new city!  
JJ AUGENBRAUN, CAMBRIDGE, MA

The most unexpected joy that I’ve experienced in the last five years has been watching all 
my friends and classmates succeeding and doing awesome things. There are people doing 
things that I could have never imagined and it makes me so happy to see!  
EMILY SPINE, BROOKLYN, NY

Dancing almost naked underneath a waterfall in Ein Gedi. I was alone on a road trip through 
Israel having just quit a job I wanted to leave.  
EMANUEL YEKUTIEL, SAN FRANCISCO, CA

My brother’s wedding and the birth of my niece. There is no comparison to the happiness 
brought by holding a small little baby in your lap.  
AYESHA SHAHID, BOSTON, MA

Spending a week building a cabin in Oregon with three friends. It was a spontaneous trip, 
but the experience has had a lasting impact.  
ANONYMOUS, NEW YORK, NY

Being able to work on what YOU want to work on in your spare time. At Williams, there’s 
always more you should be doing; in the real world you get to decide what you want to 
work on (or not!) and how to go about it. Your time is YOUR time.  
ELLIOT SCHROCK, BOSTON, MA

DESCRIBE AN UNEXPECTED JOY FROM THE LAST FIVE YEARS.
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Being across the Atlantic Ocean two years after graduation, dyeing cookies purple and yel-
low to share with the two Ephs who were in my same country, because it was Homecom-
ing. Deepening my friendship with another Eph stuck a continent away from home over the 
holidays that year, ultimately traveling halfway around the world for her wedding this year. 
The unexpected joy of amazing connections and home where you least expected to find it.  
ANONYMOUS 

After three years of living in New York, I went to a wedding the summer before heading to 
law school at Harvard. At that wedding, I met a guy who lived in Los Angeles, fell madly in 
love, and embarked on two years of crazy long-distance relationship.  That relationship is 
now ending, but because of it I’m still about to move to Los Angeles—a city I also fell mad-
ly in love with—for an amazing job I would have never otherwise sought out. Whether it’s 
with a person or a city, falling in love is always an unexpected joy. Two years ago, I would 
have never predicted that I would be moving across the country for such a new adventure.  
CAROLINE CHIAPPETTI, CAMBRIDGE, MA/LOS ANGELES, CA

I have really enjoyed being back in the city where I grew up. It’s a totally different experi-
ence, being young and on my own (and above the drinking age). 
ANONYMOUS

A fun boss can make or break your work-life. Seek out mentors at your job whom you enjoy 
working with. Offer to help—maybe the extra work will be annoying, but in the long run it 
can be a huge boost.  
FAISAL, NEW YORK, NY

My truck recently died in a McDonald’s drive-thru. A 60-year-old man got out of his car 
and helped me push it over to the side. We ate chicken McNuggets together. Move to the 
South; people are nice here.  
BRYCE BENNETT, JONESBORO, AR

Picking up social dance! Swing, waltz, two-step—it’s all fun! 
NICK ARNOSTI

DESCRIBE AN UNEXPECTED JOY FROM THE LAST FIVE YEARS.
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What has been the most  
impactful decision you have made 

between graduation and now?
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Holding off on graduate school. When I graduated from Williams, my plan was to get a 
year or two of work experience and then immediately re-enter higher education. Thank-
fully, I decided to do a little more learning and searching before investing so much time 
and money. Grad school still isn’t out of the question, but I’m so glad I’ve taken the time 
to learn about the diversity of careers and to find where my true passions and talents lie!  
MELINDA SALAMAN, WASHINGTON, DC

The most impactful decision I made was to go to law school. Completing law school and 
passing the bar exam have already changed my life. It’s an experience that no one can ever 
take away from me. Law school isn’t for everyone, that’s for sure, but I loved it.  
ANONYMOUS

Taking a position that paid a stipend equivalent to the federal poverty level in order to 
work within a low-income, immigrant community. I learned and grew so much in that one 
year, that I wouldn’t give it up for anything.  
ANONYMOUS

I decided to take time off. I backpacked through South and Central America for 7.5 months 
and it was one of the best times of my life. The experience was invaluable and also helped 
me figure out my future. It may not show up on my resume, but I know that employers, 
admissions officers, or pretty much anyone value the experience gained from such adven-
tures and forays beyond your comfort zone. 
MARA SHAPERO, BANGOR, ME/MIAMI, FL

The most impactful decision I made since graduation was to continue working in urban 
education. Originally, I joined TFA as a path to law school, but after my first year in the 
classroom, I was ready to stay. I’ve taught over 200 scholars in four years; many who came 
to me not knowing how to read are now reading above grade level. In my current role, I’m 
able to make lives easier for teachers, families, and scholars across my school.  
EMILY SPINE, BROOKLYN, NY

Moving to San Francisco after the Obama campaign because it felt right, even though I 
didn’t have a job waiting for me. 
EMANUEL YEKUTIEL, SAN FRANCISCO, CA

Exploring as many careers as I could before going to grad school. I tried three different 
ones (journalist, government, humanitarian) and they helped me to get a real sense of the 
lay of the land even while I was able to consistently move to better opportunities.  
AYESHA SHAHID, BOSTON, MA 

Proposing to my (now) wife, a classmate from Williams. 
ANONYMOUS, NEW YORK, NY

WHAT HAS BEEN THE MOST IMPACTFUL DECISION YOU HAVE MADE BETWEEN GRADUATION AND NOW?
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I decided NOT to pursue academia. Throughout college (and before) I was convinced that I 
was going to go into academia or a small subset of academic-like jobs and I didn’t consider 
what else was out there. When I realized that it was really not what I wanted to do, and that 
I could find the same joy in problem solving in the private sector, it really set me free. I am 
so much happier now than I would have been trying to become an academic.  
ELLIOT SCHROCK, BOSTON, MA

When I graduated from Williams, I was planning to move to England for a one-year mas-
ter’s program at Cambridge in education policy. A month before I was supposed to go, in 
August, I bailed. It didn’t feel right. I didn’t know what I would do with the degree, I wasn’t 
excited about it, and I felt like I had wanted to go for all of the wrong reasons. My heart was 
telling me to stay in New York, find a job, be financially independent, and find out what I 
actually wanted to do. I got a job as a paralegal which led to another job as a paralegal at 
my dream women’s rights nonprofit. I found my passion and went to law school three years 
later! I have no idea where I would have ended up if I had gone to Cambridge, but I’m so 
happy with where I am right now. Listen to your gut and do things for the right reasons.  
CAROLINE CHIAPPETTI, CAMBRIDGE, MA/LOS ANGELES, CA

I took a year for adventure and career exploration, working and taking classes in a pro-
fessional school off the beaten track. I worried about finding a job with my hippie school 
credentials, and I wasn’t always taken seriously the way I would have wanted. In retrospect, 
I am so glad I took that risk; I wish I had been less anxious about my job prospects (which 
worked out just fine). Don’t worry about where an unconventional job will take you!  
ANONYMOUS

Choosing to attend grad school “early” (after three years) was a big decision. It is worth 
thinking through carefully as you have to start preparing very soon after graduation. 
FAISAL, NEW YORK, NY

I’ve made so many... Worked a job that I hated. Started a business. Started going to church 
on a regular basis. Quit smoking. Started smoking again. Quit smoking again. Started 
drinking. Quit drinking. I think the lesson I’ve learned is that sometimes the fewer impact-
ful decisions, the better. Maybe limit yourself to one impactful decision per year and then 
eat Cheerios the rest of the time. 
BRYCE BENNETT, JONESBORO, AR

Deciding not to go to graduate school. I was working as a research technician and a lot 
of my experiments were failing due to my technique. I was putting too much pressure on 
myself and criticized myself harshly. I felt like a fraud. The moment I decided to not go to 
graduate school, I started doing a lot better.  
ANONYMOUS

WHAT HAS BEEN THE MOST IMPACTFUL DECISION YOU HAVE MADE BETWEEN GRADUATION AND NOW?
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Briefly recount a great adventure 
you have experienced since graduation.
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Working in a restaurant was an adventure. I worked in a restaurant for a year after gradu-
ation, before starting law school. It was a very, very, very humbling experience. I met a 
diverse group of people with widely different backgrounds and life aspirations.   
ANONYMOUS

I went solo backpacking for many months without a schedule. I did what I wanted, when I 
wanted to, and could change things on the turn of a dime. 
MARA SHAPERO, BANGOR, ME/MIAMI, FL

The week after graduation, I flew to Seattle with two of my college friends to start a two 
month cross-country bicycle trip from Seattle to Cape Cod. It was awesome, and I highly 
recommend you take some time after graduating from college to pursue a cool adventure! 
Also, when you switch jobs, take time to do something fun like an extended trip to a place 
you’ve always wanted to visit.  
JJ AUGENBRAUN, CAMBRIDGE, MA

I was a Watson fellow so I traveled the world for a year after graduation. Since then I con-
tinue to get out there and travel. Travel internationally as much as possible!  
EMANUEL YEKUTIEL, SAN FRANCISCO, CA

I am an amateur but passionate photographer. I mainly just want to use the camera as an 
excuse to walk around in places I would not have access to otherwise. All of my insignifi-
cant photography trips became adventures in their own right. Once I met a woman who 
set up a charity school in her village to avoid losing kids to the rampant drug culture in 
the area. Ironically, in spite of these efforts, she lost her own kids to drugs. Another time a 
slum-dweller allowed me inside her house—a tiny room with one bed that housed six peo-
ple all together. It was eye opening to see the stark poverty of this slum contrasting with 
the posh city that surrounded it. When you step into other people’s lives, even mundane 
and ordinary things become adventures.  
AYESHA SHAHID, BOSTON, MA

After working for two years as a management consultant, I left my job and spent three 
months driving around the USA on local roads, exploring new places. I wish I’d done more 
travel in the Berkshires and Northeast while at Williams. If you read this in time, spend 
some afternoons or weekends driving around the Berkshires, the White Mountains (New 
Hampshire), the Northern Kingdom (Vermont), and Maine.  
ANONYMOUS, NEW YORK, NY

Recently I rented a boat with some friends of mine and sailed around the British Virgin 
Islands. I’m from Arizona, and this was only my fifth time on a boat, ever. So yes, it was 
quite an adventure, though I must say, while I learned some things about sailing, mostly it 
consisted of tying knots. 
ELLIOT SCHROCK, BOSTON, MA

BRIEFLY RECOUNT A GREAT ADVENTURE YOU HAVE EXPERIENCED SINCE GRADUATION.

17



WILLIAMS COLLEGE OFFICE OF ALUMNI RELATIONS

In my first year of law school, I was desperate to get out of the classroom and actually DO 
something related to why I came to law school. I decided to make a documentary about 
birth control access on Catholic college campuses, despite having zero film, journalism, or 
media experience. It was the best experience of my life! At times I felt like I had no idea 
what I was doing, but I relied on friends and asked for lots of help. I ended up being intro-
duced to a Williams ‘08 who became my producer and a great friend! In the process, I fell 
in love with documentary film-making and am now trying to figure out how to pursue it 
along with a career as a lawyer. I could have never predicted this when I graduated. 
CAROLINE CHIAPPETTI, CAMBRIDGE, MA/LOS ANGELES, CA

I visited a girl in Chicago I had only met twice before. Low oil prices ftw! 
FAISAL, NEW YORK, NY

I went to Mardi Gras in New Orleans and dressed up as Gumby. You should do this before 
you get too old for it. Some people will give you lots of beads and some people will want 
to fight you. Yes, there are people in this world who want to fight Gumby. Sick. 
BRYCE BENNETT, JONESBORO, AR

I spent a summer traveling through Laos, Cambodia, Thailand and Vietnam with my sib-
lings. It was an amazing bonding experience, and highly recommended. 
NICK ARNOSTI

BRIEFLY RECOUNT A GREAT ADVENTURE YOU HAVE EXPERIENCED SINCE GRADUATION.
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Open-ended! Share what you’d like.
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Do not rush into the next stage of life. Once you commit to something (e.g. med school) 
it is very hard to take extended periods of time off, especially just for yourself. So take 
advantage of your freedom. Go work on a farm in the middle of nowhere. Live in a foreign 
country. Just do whatever makes you happy. Take advantage of the time you have now—
with hardly any strings or responsibilities—and do something you won’t be able to do in 
10 years.  
MARA SHAPERO, BANGOR, ME/MIAMI, FL

Tap into the alumni network, especially young alumni, when considering PhD programs or 
other graduate schools. We have lots of stories and experience to share.  
WENTAO XIONG, CAMBRIDGE, MA

Don’t stress if you are still looking for a job. There are tons of companies out there that 
don’t recruit on college campuses, especially lots of awesome start-ups. Don’t settle for 
the first job offer you receive. Take your time to find something you will really like.  
JJ AUGENBRAUN, CAMBRIDGE, MA

One of the greatest lessons I learned at Williams and continue to learn afterwards is that 
you never know who you should impress positively, so treat everyone with respect, dignity, 
and grace. Your waiter could be your boss. Your taxi driver could save your life.  
EMANUEL YEKUTIEL, SAN FRANCISCO, CA

Williams is an exceptional place; the few years after it may be disappointing. Soak in these 
last moments while you can, and remember to not judge the world too harshly. Let us be 
optimistic and keep hope alive.  
AYESHA SHAHID, BOSTON, MA

Enjoy graduation. If you have time before your job starts, don’t move right to your new 
city. Travel as much as you can. Spend as much time outdoors as possible. That might seem 
like ridiculous advice now, but it won’t when you are spending 60 hours a week sitting at 
a desk in a skyscraper. 
ANONYMOUS, NEW YORK, NY

Use the Williams network—it’s one of the best in the world. I got my first two jobs out of 
grad school using it, and now I work hard to recruit Williams students in my own com-
panies. Don’t expect to do what you thought you’d do, and be open to new possibilities 
(they’re often better than your original plan). Be honest with yourself—truly honest—about 
where you want your life to go and what resources you have now to get there; then, plot a 
course! Don’t work all the time. Be opportunistic, but have goals. Measure your progress, 
and keep track of how you spend your time. 
ELLIOT SCHROCK, BOSTON, MA
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My senior year, I got in the habit of making lists in my journal of things I was scared of when 
I felt overwhelmed. Every six months or so I would revisit the list and realize that none of 
my fears had come to pass: “I’ll never get a job, I’ll get stuck in a job I hate, I won’t be able 
to find a good living situation,” etc. My life is both exactly where I would have wanted it to 
be five years ago, but also headed in a direction that I could have never quite imagined. It 
will all work out.  
CAROLINE CHIAPPETTI, CAMBRIDGE, MA/LOS ANGELES, CA

In a few years, people will be asking you for career advice! You will probably have better, 
more concrete advice for recent grads than a senior executive. Right now, as you graduate, 
approach those just a few years out for the most useful advice.  
ANONYMOUS

Pick something you dream about and commit to it. Ask advice from everyone you know 
(and Ephs!) in that area.  
FAISAL, NEW YORK, NY

Enjoy your worries! You may never have them again.  
BRYCE BENNETT, JONESBORO, AR

You do not have to follow in the footsteps of your peers. Find out what makes YOU happy. 
If you do not know what makes you happy, then volunteer in fields that interest you. You 
are going to have many people telling you what you should do, but in the end it is you who 
has to live with the decision.  Feel free to explore. 
ANONYMOUS

People say that college is where you learn who you really are. I disagree. I think you learn 
much more in your twenties. There will be times when you are very uncertain about what 
to do about jobs, relationships, life priorities, etc. That’s okay. It just means there is more 
to learn.  
NICK ARNOSTI
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