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To the Great Class of 2015,

On behalf of the Society of Alumni and the Alumni Relations Office, we share with 

you this gift from the class of 2010. One week after we officially welcome you to the 

Society of Alumni at Commencement, the 2010’s will return for their 5th reunion. 

We asked them to share insights related to their experiences over these past five 

years and many of their responses are found here. Our hope is that their words 

will be helpful to you not just as you prepare to leave the Purple Valley but in the 

years to come. As the breadth of your personal and professional experiences grows, 

revisit these pearls of wisdom, as they will carry different meaning at different 

points.

Our thanks go to Keelia Riegg ’14, Alumni Relations Coordinator, who curated 

this second edition of Eph Post. Please let us know what you think as your  

feedback will help shape future efforts.

We wish you all the best for what the future holds; make sure you take notes that 

you can share with the Class of 2020 when you’ll return the Eph Post favor!

Leila Jere ’91       Brooks Foehl ’88
President, Society of Alumni     Director, Alumni Relations
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Dear Class of 2015,

Congratulations. Graduating from Williams is a great achievement, so take the time to celebrate 

your success and recognize the hours and years of work you have dedicated towards it. Enjoy  

this feeling of accomplishment; you’ve earned it.

Graduation can be bittersweet, however, as you only realize how much you’ll miss the Purple  

Bubble once your time is up, and, inevitably, the specter of “real life” looms at the end of the  

graduation stage. As you prepare for life after Williams, many of you are probably feeling the  

same mix of excitement and fear you felt on your first day in the Frosh Quad or Mission four  

years ago. You’ve been asking yourself questions like: Where am I going to live? How am  

I going to make new friends, and do I have to? Do I have any real skills, or can I at least fool  

someone into thinking I do? What should I do now?

These questions are as natural as they are terrifying, but they are answerable. Some of you may 

have the answer to these questions and others maybe think you do. Some of you are probably  

still trying to figure out what to do after breakfast. That’s okay. After graduation, you get to  

be the youngest person in the room again. You’re free to take risks, to make mistakes, to try  

something new; and if the “perfect job” or “perfect place” or “perfect person” falls through,  

or if your definition of “perfect” changes, don’t be afraid. Embrace it. You get the chance to  

start answering these questions again. 

We’d like to tell you that the path is straight, that the answers are obvious and unchanging. We’d 

like to wrap it up in a bow and send you merrily on your way, but the truth is, we can’t. We’re still 

working on the answers for ourselves. We’re 27, and in “adult years” that’s about 2. What we can 

offer are our thoughts and reflections on our past five years. We can share our own experiences 

and what we’ve learned about ourselves in the process. We hope they provide some insight, some 

comfort, some encouragement, and some inspiration as you prepare for your next adventure.

Finally, though you’re about to leave the Purple Valley, remember that you’re a part of an  

incredible extended family. Purple cows flock together, and they always look out for fellow  

Ephs. So reach out. Reach out to the Eph with the job you want; reach out to the Ephs living  

in your new city. We’ll do our best to help.

Keep trying; keep learning. Your great experiment is only beginning.

Congratulations and good luck from the Class of 2010.

Michael Marchinetti ’10
Class Treasurer & Head Agent
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What was your greatest  
fear/worry/stressor during  

your senior year of college? 
 Why? What do you feel you learned  
from that experience, and since then?
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I majored in Biology and English, and was doing an English thesis, so I applied for a Herchel 

Smith fellowship to study English at the graduate level. During the course of applying for 

the fellowship (which I didn’t get), I began to realize that, as much as I liked reading, I 

couldn’t explain why I wanted to further my studies in English. It was painful to reach such 

an uncertainty. It took me another one and a half years to realize I wanted to be a science 

journalist. It’s important to realize that not everyone figures out life goals at the same time. 

That’s okay.  KATE, ST. LOUIS, MO

I was so stressed about finding a ‘career.’ No job seemed to measure up to my high  

expectations—something stimulating! lucrative! prestigious! I’ve learned since then that 

the most important thing is to just get going. One thing will lead to the next in ways you 

can’t imagine right now. It will all come together!  ANONYMOUS

That I loved someone I would soon lose. Careening towards the inevitable end of a college 

relationship can be a wild ride. You will love again, if differently.  ANONYMOUS

My worst fear/stressor was the unoriginal, but nevertheless daunting, question of what 

I wanted ‘to do with my life.’ In college I understood life to be a linear progression, and 

felt like without a set career I would not be able to move forward. Since then I have real-

ized how misguided that question is in the first place. The question should not be what 

you want to do with your life but what you want to do right now. Life is too long and too  

unpredictable to map it all out now.  LAUREN YEISER, PORTLAND, OR

I was depressed, mostly because my community was coming to an end. Also because 

folks around me were very worried and sad about what was going to happen next. Lesson 

learned: there are many Ends in life, it seems, and they all like to masquerade as The End. 

Enjoy the transition.  EBEN HOFFER, BROOKLYN, NY

I remember wasting so much time being stressed about jobs. Yes, some of it was  

productive (applying, interviewing, etc.), but there are nights I hid under my bed worried 

I wouldn’t find a job and wouldn’t make student loan payments—of which I am lucky  

to have few given Williams’s generosity. I continue to learn that there’s only so much we 

control in this life—whether related to job, family, health, or relationships. I can only do  

my best on my half. I’m still learning, mostly because I still daydream about being able to 

control more. It’s going to be ok and even if it’s not, if I did my best on what I could control, 

then there’s nothing more to be done.  CJ

My greatest stressor senior year was graduating without a paying job. I felt like a failure 

at the time and really beat myself up about it. In hindsight, that was the perfect time to  

do WHATEVER I wanted to. I wish I had stressed a little less because the stars all eventually 

align and you do what you’re destined to do. You’re smart, just inexperienced. The experience 

will come with time, as will the jobs. In the meantime, enjoy the free time and explore your 

options.  ANONYMOUS, NEW YORK, NY

WHAT WAS YOUR GREATEST FEAR/WORRY/STRESSOR DURING YOUR SENIOR YEAR OF COLLEGE? 
WHY? WHAT DO YOU FEEL YOU LEARNED FROM THAT EXPERIENCE, AND SINCE THEN?
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That I still didn’t know what I wanted to do when I ‘grew up.’  I still don’t know what I want 

to do, but I’ve learned to enjoy getting the most out of the moment, rather than worry (too 

much) about the next step.  JOHN WITHERS, LONDON, ENGLAND

Finding a job, making this expensive crazy education matter. Comparison is the thief of 

joy and only leads to despair, so don’t look at those around you. Who cares if he’s getting 

hired or she’s going to law school? You do you! I also stressed about my friends and about 

community. You will stay in touch with the friends you love and you will make new friends! 

ANONYMOUS, LOS ANGELES, CA

When I look back on senior year, I honestly think that the thing I worried about most was 

my love life. I achieved a lot at Williams, but this was one aspect of my self-esteem that was  

still weak. It’s taken some time, but I’ve learned to seek out people who are a positive  

presence in my life *and* who reciprocate my feelings—and to stop beating myself up 

about everyone else.  CARRIE CLARK, ST. LOUIS, MO

Going into senior year, I was encouraged to find a job in ‘consulting or investment banking.’ 

By Thanksgiving, I’d stopped going to frisbee, I was failing my senior seminar, and I was 

generally miserable. I let everything else slide in pursuit of a career that I wasn’t even sure 

I wanted. As a reward, I spent two very long, generally unsatisfying years in consulting  

before burning out to spend six months hiking. Careers are long and life goals evolve—

your first job out of college is the most risk-free career decision you’ll make, so go ahead 

and take a risk.  MICHAEL MARCHINETTI, GLASTONBURY, CT

Since we were graduating in the middle of the recession, I was very worried about finding  

a job. Also, I was looking into grad school, and thinking about housing for the future. All 

of that was stressful. Most of what I learned was to have a plan—a fairly detailed one, 

even—for each eventuality you can think of, and then to be prepared to change that plan, 

because something else is going to happen.  SARAH WEBB, HONOLULU, HI

That I wouldn’t enjoy my job. I, like many Williams kids graduating and hoping to take over 

the world, felt like I should go into consulting or banking (went the consulting route). My 

fear came true and I really wasn’t happy, but I got to live in NYC and learned what I liked 

and didn’t like about the professional world, which proved beneficial moving forward with 

my career.  BEN, NEW YORK, NY

What would happen to all my relationships from Williams—with my friends, my boyfriend, 

my professors, etc.? Would all of these important friendships and relationship disappear 

as soon as I left the Purple Bubble? I wanted to pause time and soak up my time with  

these special people—in this special place—while I could. After graduation, yes, things 

definitely changed. I was no longer living down the hall from 20 of my closest friends. 

Some friendships faded, but others got even stronger as I realized these were my people, 

regardless of the miles between us or the vastly different paths we were taking. I also  

realized that it was really good for me to get out of Williamstown and interact with 

WHAT WAS YOUR GREATEST FEAR/WORRY/STRESSOR DURING YOUR SENIOR YEAR OF COLLEGE? 
WHY? WHAT DO YOU FEEL YOU LEARNED FROM THAT EXPERIENCE, AND SINCE THEN?
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new, different and interesting people who didn’t know me from college. It was liberating  

and overall positive for me. Although I’m still very close with my friends from school, it 

was good to remember there are more out there and tons of awesome new people and  

experiences in your future.  ANONYMOUS, BOSTON, MA

During my senior year, I spent a lot of time worrying about getting a job. I knew I was  

interested in medicine, but I wasn’t ready to commit to going to medical school. I ended 

up working as a clinical research assistant for two years, which gave me time to explore 

the medical field and realize that I wanted to go to medical school. I’m glad that I took 

these two transitional years before applying to med school, and would recommend it to 

others who are not ready to dive headfirst into a career path.  ALEX TAYLOR, CHICAGO, IL

The greatest stress my senior year was getting a job, and it became increasingly stressful 

as more of my classmates already had jobs and were making plans for after graduation.  

After being on a fairly similar path as most classmates, it was terrifying to feel behind. 

Five years out, you realize that it’s natural to all move at different paces and different  

directions. While painful, that uncertainty and insecurity senior year gave me humility and 

made me eternally grateful to simply be employed.  ANONYMOUS

The thing I was most stressed about toward the end of senior year was finishing my thesis 

and finding a job. It wasn’t a great time to be hitting the job market, and I didn’t get a job 

offer until the week between finals and graduation. It’s funny, because five years later I’m 

back in grad school, trying to finish my thesis and worrying about finding a job, so I don’t 

think those sources of stress ever really go away. But the good news is that your first job 

out of school doesn’t determine what you do with the rest of your life.  ELIZABETH IRVIN, 

CAMBRIDGE, MA

I was probably most nervous about leaving behind my incredible support system of great 

Williams friends. It scared me that my group of friends was splitting in a million directions, 

and that in that first year post-college we would literally be living all over the world, but 

I have learned two important things since then. 1) You will make great friends when you 

leave Williams, even if that means starting from scratch in a new country or a new city. 2) 

Your Williams friends will always be there for you, no matter how far away they are. Shortly 

after graduating, we began to reply-all to our Hilton Head house email that was used to 

organize the rental. Five years later we still haven’t stopped and are just as close, if not 

closer, than when we left the Purple Valley.  ANONYMOUS, BOSTON, MA

WHAT WAS YOUR GREATEST FEAR/WORRY/STRESSOR DURING YOUR SENIOR YEAR OF COLLEGE? 
WHY? WHAT DO YOU FEEL YOU LEARNED FROM THAT EXPERIENCE, AND SINCE THEN?
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Describe an 
unexpected obstacle 

from the last five years.
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It’s a challenge to stay close friends with as many people as I’d like to from college when our 

lives are all very different, and priorities change and become more diverse. The good news 

is, for true friends none of that really matters in the end.  And as you get older you realize 

it’s better to do less, well, than try to do everything with everyone.  ANONYMOUS

After graduating from Williams, I decided to go home, find a job, and apply to science  

journalism programs. Getting a job proved more difficult than I expected. Even temp agencies  

said I didn’t have enough experience for them to place me. I cobbled together some tutoring 

and babysitting and eventually managed to convince a completely inexperienced manager 

(who had left the real estate industry after the financial crisis) to hire me as a cashier for a 

brand new café. Even though this year was hard, I grew up a lot and got better at handling 

rejection, something I’d previously rarely experienced.  KATE, ST. LOUIS, MO

I was not prepared for how hard it would be to move away from the structure of school. Up 

until the moment you graduate, outside forces determine what you should accomplish. You 

always have a clear understanding of what is expected from you, and continual feedback 

and reinforcement. It is initially very disorienting to move away from that structure.  

LAUREN YEISER, PORTLAND, OR

Making friends in a new city is way harder than you’d expect when you’re not a student  

anymore. The first several months in a new place can be rough, especially if you’re spending  

all your time at the office. Being friends with coworkers is really different from being 

friends with classmates—navigating the boundary between personal and professional was  

a challenging one when I first started working.  ELIZABETH IRVIN, CAMBRIDGE, MA

I don’t have the most typical Williams trajectory. I moved to LA to pursue art two years 

out of college, and that was scary. I was giving up a lucrative nine-to-five to pursue chaos. 

Giving up ‘security’ and moving to an unknown land was hard. My first year in LA was tough, 

but I made it through, and now I can’t think of another place to live!  

ANONYMOUS, LOS ANGELES, CA

Prepare to realize that undergrad was not actually the most important four years of your 

life—although it is worth keeping in touch with all of your best college friends. It becomes a 

lot of extra effort, but it’s worth it.  ANONYMOUS, CAMBRIDGE, MA

It didn’t strike me until after I left Williams just how easy it is to form strong relationships 

with people when you are in college. For me, as a shy person, I really benefited from the 

structure of the entry system and being on a sports team. At college you spend so much 

time with the people you live with and play sports with that it doesn’t matter if you aren’t 

the loudest person in the room. Eventually (and it didn’t take long at Williams) people get 

to know you and it is really easy to make close friends. Since leaving Williams I have learned 

that I need to be more active about forming relationships with people. When you are in a 

new city, you need to follow up with people you meet randomly at a party or while biking.  

I guess this surprised me, because I have always had so many friends, but friends from 

DESCRIBE AN UNEXPECTED OBSTACLE FROM THE LAST FIVE YEARS.
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sports teams are somewhat made for you, and when that structure disappears, you need to 

work for it.  ANONYMOUS, BOSTON, MA

Finding a job was a lot harder than I thought it would be. Everyone says a college degree— 

especially from a good college like Williams—and a graduate degree will be near- 

guarantees of employment. Not so much. It really depends on the field you go into: I went 

into library science, and there just aren’t a whole lot of positions out there. I did find one, 

but it took the better part of a year and a half of looking and applying, and it was very 

frustrating and hit my confidence—confidence in myself and in my degrees—pretty hard.  

SARAH WEBB, HONOLULU, HI

I thought when I graduated that people would just line up for me to work with them. Alright, 

maybe not quite like that, but I thought a smart kid like me could get a pretty good job to 

start off. Maybe that would have been the case if I had stayed in a place where I had more 

connections, more roots. But when I uprooted and moved to Seattle on a whim, with no job 

and one cousin there, I had no idea what impact losing that network would have. It stunk at 

the time, and it took a long time for me personally to learn networking skills, but in hindsight 

(glorious hindsight), learning to connect and meet with people I didn’t know at all was and 

still is invaluable. There has not been one job I’ve had that wasn’t through some connection.

ABBY, SALEM, OR

Everyone will say this to you and you’ll ignore it, believing it won’t be true, but it will be: 

Keeping your old friends and making new friends is HARD WORK. After working for 12 hours, 

cooking a meal, and trying to make sure you have a clean shirt tomorrow, it’s super hard to 

get amped to meet random strangers at a happy hour, etc. It’s even harder to pick up the 

phone and call your suitemate, teammate, etc. But do it. Plan a weekend trip to Atlantic City 

with your entry because it’s cheap and easy. Plan a Skype date to catch up. Send annoying 

emails with memes and gifs. Friendships will never be as organic as they are at Wiliams, and 

that’s okay, but nurture the ones you have, and don’t be afraid to find new ones.  CJ

Williams students in particular are never still, and my friends scattered across the globe  

after graduation. I did not expect to lose touch with close friends so quickly. It is deceptive 

how quickly time passes, so be aggressive and diligent about keeping your friends intimately 

involved in your life.  ANONYMOUS, WASHINGTON, D.C.

DESCRIBE AN UNEXPECTED OBSTACLE FROM THE LAST FIVE YEARS.
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Describe an 
unexpected joy from

the last five years.
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I found out that I love journalism and that I love reading nonfiction. This was a world I  

absolutely had not explored at Williams. Journalism school was intellectually stimulating.  

I love reading books and long-form stories, and thinking about their structures. As I’ve  

written about autism and cell biology, I’ve felt my brain stretching. Williams provided a good 

foundation, but I’ve experienced just as much of an intellectual transformation in the years 

that followed.  KATE, ST. LOUIS, MO

Realizing that I am in control of my own happiness and can always land on my feet.

LAUREN YEISER, PORTLAND, OR

Taking a road trip with Eph friends right after graduation. Don’t be so career-driven that you 

suppress your wild side. Set aside time to be a free spirit, an enthusiastic nomad, a friend of 

strangers.  ANONYMOUS, WASHINGTON, D.C.

This is very cliché, but coming out was such an unexpected joy. I didn’t do so until after  

graduation which, in hindsight, seems like such a mistake! It was unexpected to me, but  

no one else apparently—thanks, guys! I’m so much more comfortable and relaxed;  

it’s unbelievable.  CJ

Reading all the books that never made it on my syllabi. Be omnivorous, but go for the  

classics. Buy used. Alternate fiction and non-fiction. Call up your friends and discuss. Be 

unabashedly evangelical about your tastes.  ANONYMOUS

Crashing on the futons of college friends around the country. Most of the people I spend 

time with on a daily basis aren’t people I went to school with, but I have a great network 

of friends scattered around the US and overseas. Traveling for work is way more fun (and 

cheaper) when you can include a night or two catching up with someone you haven’t seen 

for a while and seeing where their life is headed.  ELIZABETH IRVIN, CAMRIDGE, MA

You meet Williams people everywhere, and it’s a breath of fresh air that no matter when 

you graduated, what you studied, what you’re doing, they get you. Wear your Williams garb 

proud and see who you meet on the streets.  ANONYMOUS, LOS ANGELES, CA

Getting a cat. She is independent enough that she lets me focus on my life while she gets on 

with hers, but caring enough that we have shared some beautiful moments!  JOHN WITHERS, 

LONDON, ENGLAND

DESCRIBE AN UNEXPECTED JOY FROM THE LAST FIVE YEARS.
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What has been the most  
impactful decision you have made 

between graduation and now?
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I think the most important decision I made since graduation was to take a risk. My first  

job out of college was not my dream job, but a while later, a temporary job that really  

interested me opened up. I was nervous to leave a permanent position for a temporary one, but 

I made the leap. A few months later, a permanent position opened up and I got it. I’m forever  

grateful that I made that decision. I learned more in six months in the job that I loved than 

the permanent position that I had been in for twice as long.  There’s not always going to be 

a perfect time to do something, like switching jobs or going to graduate school. So be open 

to unexpected experiences. You’ve grown so much since you first stepped on the Williams 

campus. Trust your instincts. Congrats fellow Ephs!  ANONYMOUS, NEW YORK, NY

Aside from deciding on my career (journalism), my biggest decision was moving to the  

Midwest so my boyfriend could pursue that most location-inflexible career: academia.  

I now live far away from my family and my Williams friends. At a place like Williams, your 

friends are going to scatter around the world as soon as graduation hits. You might still have  

a sense of Williams-y community if you stay in the East, but otherwise, you’re going to  

suddenly find yourself in a whole lot of long distance relationships. I haven’t totally  

mastered this yet—lots of texts and Gchats?  KATE, ST. LOUIS, MO

Marriage. Choosing and committing to my partner has shaped every facet of my life. It’s the 

decision that underlies every other decision.  ANONYMOUS

Deciding not to go to medical school. After graduation, like many other science majors, I saw 

two viable next moves: getting my Ph.D. or going to medical school. Realizing medicine was 

not my calling was my first step in shedding my self-inflicted expectations of what I should 

be doing, and it created room to start thinking about what I wanted to do. Over the last five 

years I have worked as a barista and a research assistant, been unemployed and begun but 

not finished a Masters program. All of those experiences led me to teaching myself how to 

program and entering the world of software development.  LAUREN YEISER, PORTLAND, OR

I jumped into government and decided to take a gamble and work on a new federal pro-

gram. Programs come and go in a blink of an eye, but this one was messy, a political hot 

mess, but incredibly fun. It was risky to switch to a new program as they come just as quickly 

as they go—but if I don’t risk it now, when will I?  CJ

The most impactful decision I made in the past five years was choosing to quit my job and 

go hiking for six months. It sounds escapist and counter-productive, but it was an incredibly 

liberating experience. The decision to quit and the subsequent six-month journey allowed 

me to realize that I am not defined by my career. I ultimately returned to a similar job  

after hiking, but it was a choice, not a step in someone else’s road-map. I’ve returned to my  

profession with more confidence, equanimity, and drive than I had before leaving it.

MICHAEL MARCHINETTI, GLASTONBURY, CT

WHAT HAS BEEN THE MOST IMPACTFUL DECISION YOU HAVE MADE BETWEEN GRADUATION  
AND NOW?
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I’m really glad that I decided to take a few years off between undergrad and grad school. 

It gave me time to get over academic burnout, and has helped me keep focused on what  

I really want to get out of additional schooling.  ELIZABETH IRVIN, CAMBRIDGE, MA 

Perpetual student status. The library privileges, lectures, and late nights can continue if you 

want them to. But don’t make the mistake of thinking that there’s no intellectual life outside 

of the academy—that’s yours to build. And there’s always alumni JSTOR access.  ANONYMOUS

By far, the most impactful decision has been moving out West. I grew up on the East Coast; 

most all of my family and college friends are still back there. I never thought I’d stay out 

here. But the experiences of moving to an unknown place, establishing roots, and fending 

for myself have been invaluable. Not to glorify it—there were definitely some tough times—

but overall it’s been one of the best, not-thought-out decisions I’ve made. I’ve found that to 

be a recurring theme throughout the last five years. Often the most challenging times have 

turned out to be the most valuable in the long run. You just have to keep believing that you’ll 

find your way through.  ABBY, SALEM, OR

To say ‘yes’ when offered a role that takes me out of my comfort zone.  It has accelerated 

my career.  JOHN WITHERS, LONDON, ENGLAND

I spent two years as a Peace Corps volunteer. I can’t stop talking about it. I have never lived 

more fully than when I removed myself from everything familiar and challenged myself to 

face my fears on a daily basis. It was heart-wrenching and joyful and terrifying and exhilarat-

ing, all at once. Living differently and listening deeply opened my eyes to what I care about 

most and the type of person I want to become.  ANONYMOUS, WASHINGTON, D.C.

The Teach For America position in Chicago was incredibly challenging, but ultimately I would 

do it again. I was leaving my comfort zone in the Northeast, I was signing up for two years  

of long-distance relationship, and I was trying to teach math in one of the roughest  

neighborhoods in Chicago. I was drawn to the challenge because of its magnitude, and the 

experience I gained from failing horribly initially and being forced to figure it out is invaluable. 

In addition, it provided the stress test that our relationship needed before marriage—now 

I’m confident we will stand the test of time.  CALEB BALDERSTON, CAMBRIDGE, MA

It took me six months to find a job after graduation. I sent out literally hundreds of resumes, 

went on countless job interviews across the country, and eventually ended up completely 

switching gears and taking a job in an industry I’d never imaged. My willingness to surrender 

my initial plans and try an unexpected job was the best decision of my life.  ANONYMOUS

Probably the most impactful decision I made was to attend graduate school and to get my 

Masters degree in Geology. I had no idea what I wanted to do career wise, but I loved my 

undergraduate major (Geology) and I knew that a graduate degree would open doors for 

me, even if I didn’t know at the time what those doors were. Graduate school was hard, and 

it taught me that a career in teaching and research is definitely not for me, but that also 

WHAT HAS BEEN THE MOST IMPACTFUL DECISION YOU HAVE MADE BETWEEN GRADUATION  
AND NOW?
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made me start to consider other career options. I networked a lot and asked a lot of people 

with similar degrees about their careers in consulting, and the more I learned, the more I 

thought that consulting could be for me. Networking more led me to my current job, which 

I absolutely love.  ANONYMOUS, BOSTON, MA

WHAT HAS BEEN THE MOST IMPACTFUL DECISION YOU HAVE MADE BETWEEN GRADUATION  
AND NOW?
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Briefly recount a great adventure 
you have experienced since graduation.
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Three years after graduation I bought a house. The house was in need of massive renovation. 

Over the course of the next two years, with the help of family, friends, and countless DIY 

books and YouTube videos, I completely renovated the house. I walked into the experience 

with zero building experience, and walked away with confidence in my ability to do anything 

I put my mind to.  LAUREN YEISER, PORTLAND, OR

I’ve traveled SO much since graduation, and I love it! Really take the time while you’re young, 

wild and free to explore and have fun. You’ll have time to be a serious adult later. 

ANONYMOUS, NEW YORK, NY

I moved into a completely strange city, with no job lined up, knowing no one within an 

hour and a half’s travel. It was an epic experience. I had to learn how to find an apartment  

(Craigslist is a wonderful thing), how to apply for jobs without having a car available  

(thankfully the city was walkable), how to shop and cook for two—again without a car or 

much in the way of income—and how to balance a part-time job with graduate school (plan 

out your day, and allow time for whatever hobbies make you happy). And then three years 

later I moved—with less than a month between finding out I was moving to getting on the 

plane—from Pennsylvania to Hawaii. That was also epic.  SARAH WEBB, HONOLULU, HI

Biking across the country changed everything. Ten days after graduation (and with only  

30 miles of training thanks to an ill-timed broken foot) I started what would be a 70-day 

bike trip with 25 strangers. I had no idea what I was getting into (and how many mountain 

roads go straight up), but it built the foundation for who I am today. It also showed me that 

even out of the Purple Bubble, there are good people wherever you go. My advice for you:  

Go somewhere, anywhere, before you have any true ties to the world. (Or make enough 

money first, then break those ties and go on your trip.)  ABBY, SALEM, OR

Before going to graduate school I spent eight months living in Montana. I sold kegs and hot 

dogs at a convenience store and made eight dollars an hour, but I also skied or hiked almost 

every single day. Now that I have a ‘real’ job, I realize that I will never have that type of time 

or freedom again, and I am so glad that I spent a year prioritizing adventure and lifestyle 

over a paycheck and resume experience.  ANONYMOUS, BOSTON, MA

BRIEFLY RECOUNT A GREAT ADVENTURE YOU HAVE EXPERIENCED SINCE GRADUATION.
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Do what you love, even if it’s not sexy. Ask more questions than you think you’re ‘allowed’  

in the real world. It’s honest and you’ll be the fastest learner in any room. Don’t be afraid 

to tell your friends ‘this sucks.’ Sometimes it does and all you need is someone else to say, 

‘Yeah, it does. Here’s a laughing goat gif.’  CJ

My biggest advice for graduates would be to not stress right away about your career or first 

job. If there is some place you have always wanted to travel, do it. Eventually, that career  

will find you, and if your experience is anything like mine, you will not have nearly the 

amount of vacation time that you would like to have—so take this moment and go be a camp  

counselor, eek by as a ski bum, sell smoothies at the beach, teach English in a foreign  

country, be a farmer, climb mountains. Have adventures because you might not have this 

amount of freedom ever again.  ANONYMOUS, BOSTON, MA

We all have all of these amazing friends who are there for us no matter what. Remember 

to be one of these great friends yourself. Ask people how they’re doing and really listen to 

them. When friends take the time to put aside their dreams, problems, etc. to listen to me, 

it’s pretty much the greatest thing ever. So I try to return the favor as frequently as possible. 

I definitely don’t do the greatest job at it, but I can’t think of anything more important than 

trying to treat others well.  CULLEN ROBERTS, BRYN MAWR, PA

The first five years after college is really when you learn what it means to be an adult. You 

have the skills, the resources, the heart to do it. Believe that. When you fail, know that  

because you went to Williams, you’ll be able to get back up. Cheesy, but true. And just enjoy. 

Things will be okay. No, things are going to be great!  ANONYMOUS, LOS ANGELES, CA

What you wanted when you were 18 probably isn’t what you want today, and what you find 

yourself wanting at 27 will be changed still. In a conformist world, try not to lose hold of any 

enduring fantasies for your life.  ANONYMOUS

Please enjoy what’s left of senior year! You’ll miss those days when your best friend is 

just down the hall and you can walk over to have dinner across the yard in your pajamas.  

Apparently people don’t do that as often in the real world. :)  ANONYMOUS, NEW YORK, NY

Stay in touch with each other; networking is important, though not as earth-shatteringly so 

as we’re sometimes told. Find time to do something that makes you happy; the down-time  

gives you the energy to go back to work (or school) and put more effort in. Monitor your 

own mental and physical health, and don’t be afraid to take a day off if you feel like a zombie. 

Find an organizational system that works for you—Google Calendars, spreadsheets, post-its,  

whatever—and train yourself to use it. Even if you’re not naturally an organized person, you 

can teach yourself to be one, and it’ll really come in handy when you’re trying to juggle work 

commitments, outside hobbies, and the minutia of being an adult in the real world. And 

remember that a good romantic relationship is based not only on love, though that’s very 

important, but also on mutual respect and trust. If you don’t have those, all the love in the 

world isn’t going to make that relationship work.  SARAH WEBB, HONOLULU, HI

OPEN-ENDED! SHARE WHAT YOU’D LIKE.
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At parties, people always ask what you do and where you live, as if these are the most important 

things to know about a person. In New York, where I grew up, it’s more or less a way of finding 

out if someone has money or not. You might dread these moments because you don’t have ‘good’  

answers right away. But don’t sweat it. Grind hard and you’ll find something cool to do. I promise. 

The only person who can validate what you do is you.  CK

I’ve never been one to know exactly what I wanted to do and who I wanted to be. It always seemed 

like friends from college were much more prepared. I felt utterly directionless in comparison. Senior 

year I stressed and worried about not having a true passion for any one thing, not knowing what  

to do. After graduation I worked two to three part time jobs simultaneously for a few years, then 

committed to one really crappy job. Work those years was tedious. I felt like my time and talents  

were not being put to their best use. I felt worthless. But little by little, job by job, I started  

figuring out a semblance of a direction. I started identifying things I liked and things I didn’t like. 

Today, thanks to those small cues, I’m happily working at a great company and have a job I love,  

for now. I don’t think I’ll ever know what I want to do forever, but I know who I am, and I know that 

I can learn, adapt, and find what’s right for me. You don’t need to be passionate to be good at your 

job, and to find what’s right for you.  ABBY, SALEM, OR

Transitioning jobs. I went from a consulting career to working in business development for a startup, 

and had to start all over from the bottom. While it was tough, and I had the entry level position, I love 

what I do and the business I’m in, and am infinitely happier than before.  BEN, NEW YORK, NY

Don’t be afraid to take a chance on your first job after graduation—you don’t have to work at that 

job (or even in the same field) forever!  ALEX TAYLOR, CHICAGO, IL

The real world is fun! By my senior year, I had realized how bizarre it was to be surrounded almost 

entirely by people between the ages of 18-22. Williams is great, but since graduating I’ve met many 

interesting people whom I never could have met there. That’s something to look forward to!

CARRIE CLARK, ST. LOUIS, MO

Graduating college and starting the next phase of your life isn’t easy.  Focus on people and activities 

that bring you energy. You’ll get farther developing what you’re good at than focusing all your time 

improving your weaknesses. Lastly, try to say yes more than you say no.  ANONYMOUS

I think that having a community of like-minded, friendly individuals who you can actually talk to has 

been the biggest factor for or against happiness for me. You can work really hard on interesting 

things and still not be thinking much. Take time for yourself, and for the people you care about.

EBEN HOFFER, BROOKLYN, NY

The single greatest piece of advice I received early on in my career was: ‘Focus on the quality of your 

execution. Everything else will follow.’ And I have found it to be true for me. So don’t over-stress. 

Don’t over-plan. Just over-achieve.  JOHN WITHERS, LONDON, ENGLAND

OPEN-ENDED! SHARE WHAT YOU’D LIKE.
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Senior year is a bizarre and wonderful time. Some of my closest friends today are actually 

people I got to know on road trips down to Hilton Head and at senior week events. Embrace 

these few weeks and enjoy each moment.  ANONYMOUS, BOSTON, MA

OPEN-ENDED! SHARE WHAT YOU’D LIKE.
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